Brief Rationale of How Lessons are Connected

1. Introduction to Biomes

· Hands on activity to engage students and increase interest
· Introduction to factors that affect the environment and populations (plant & animal)
2. Limits on Populations

· Elaboration on factors that affect population size

· Gradual introducation of new vacbualry and terminology

3. Strands Walk

· Opportunity to observe populations interacting with one another

· Recognize importance of biotic and abiotic relationships

4. Food Chains

· Initiate understanding of population reliance on other populations

· Make connections between limits of populations and food chains/webs

· Introduction to energy transfer

5. Ecological Food Pyramids

· Elaboration on energy transfer

· Visualization of removal/ addition of members of a trophic level

6. Extinction Internet Activity

· Investigate potential consequences of ceasation of energy transfer (extinction of a species) and loss of level in ecological pyramid

· Investigate current issues

**REMINDER TO TEACHERS TO REVISIT LESSON 1 (BIOMES) AFTER APPROX 2 WEEKS (OR SUFFICIENT GROWTH OBSERVED) TO CHART AND GRAPH DATA**

